
Summary of Minutes of Church Council
10.03.26

· Circuit Events:
· Bible Studies – are going well and well attended
· Book Club –  ongoing
· Praise and Prayer Evenings – Knock will host in April.
· Circuit Meeting – a minister has been identified for Glenburn and Bloomfield are advertising for a lay worker - so the Future circuit planning has been paused until September.  Rev David Campton will be the stationed minister in Glenburn from July and he will be the new Circuit Superintendent.

· What’s On:
· Preaching plan:
· All-age youth and children’s service will be on 14th June and the Congregational Meeting will be held on 31st May. 
· Holy Week Services 1.15-1.45 in Knock Methodist, Monday to Thursday; and 8pm Monday-Friday and 12-3pm Friday in St Columba’s
· President’s visit is scheduled for 10th May. 

· Fundraising Events – 
· On May 14th  there will be a ‘Music in May’ event in memory of Drew Moore.  The Concentio Choir will take part and funds will support the Church and Marie Curie.
· The Lego display will return in July.

· What God has been doing/Action Team reports:
A number of points were raised including:
· The sense of care and fellowship in the congregation, especially during the last few months with so many bereavements;
· Recent additions to the congregation and the way they have made friendships with each other;
· The Nativity Service was highlighted as a source of joy for the children and the congregation;
· The inspiration provided by the service of the Milligan family in the choir especially over the Christmas period.

· Reports from Action Teams: - Several points were noted:
· Rev Fiona asked the secretary to issue thank-you letters to Moya and George Brown for their work on the Christmas quiz and also to Joanne and Andrew McCutcheon for their work producing the pantomime. 
· The pastoral team continue to do great work with C’Mon In a brilliant opportunity for people to meet and build friendships
· The Mennonite Social Action Commission in Honduras has been selected as the WDRF partner we will support through our fundraising for the next two years.
· Organisations are doing well, but more leaders are required.  Busy Bees require help on the ground to set up tables etc.  
· The way forward for the Guides to be discussed.

· Plan for Congregational Meeting and Election of New Council Members
· The congregational meeting on 31st May will be shorter this year with a cuppa after the service rather than lunch.  There will be short reports from the Treasurer, Property Steward and Society Steward and an election of new members for council. 
  
· Treasurer’s report:
2025 was a successful year resulting in a surplus of £33k with cash funds of £224k.  This included a few one-off upsides, such as gift aid receipts, and the forecast for 2026 is closer to breakeven.  This is attributable to increased costs such as energy, Comprehensive assessment and a new levy against cash reserves.
The Property Fund giving has improved but remains a problem area.

 Surplus Funds.
It has been decided to use a cash account,  provided by a company called Epworth Fund management, to obtain a better return on our cash funds.  

· Property Report: 
Church 
· No ongoing issues
· Volunteers need to assist with the greenery at the church.
· New signage at the front of the church, which was designed and kindly donated by Rosie Purvis has now been fitted.
  
Church Centre
·  Lanyards/ visitor passes are being prepared for staff and regular volunteers
·  Knock Presbyterian groups to continue to use the centre whilst their building work continues.

General
· Ongoing call for volunteers in K News to assist with jobs around the centre, e.g weeds in drain pipes, general maintenance, rather than paying contractors. Thanks to Jimmy Boyd, who recently cleared drains at Green Road.
· Ideas to improve the appearance of certain areas with flower boxes.
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Church Council Members 2025-2026
Rev. Fiona McCrea; Wilma Reid, Society Steward; Peter Gibson, Treasurer; Jeremy Adams, Property Steward; Brian Evans, Secretary; Laura Donald; Jennifer Haley, Lucy Fenton; Hilary Neill, Carole Nixon, Jimmy Boyd, Michael Coates, Diane Lamont, Ivan Ritchie

